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evenness is nearly invisible, but where the proportion
is larger, the sliver may be so lumpy that the proportion
of top and noil is seriously affected. It is to minimise
this evil that fallers are always made as narrow as
possible for all stages of Botany gilling, and for the
same reason screws and saddles are always set so close
to the front roller that the fallers only just clear the
front roller or the leather which works over it as they
drop into the lower screw.

It is doubtful if this explanation will serve to make
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clear all that is embodied in the theory to those who
are not users of gill-boxes; but if any student will
experiment on ther lines indicated, the suggestions
offered will not be without value to him.
From the front rollers the sliver may go direct into
a can, or it may be wound into good-sized balls on a
balling head. (For details of balling head see end of
Chapter XII.) Single-width machines making only one
sliver or ball would have the rollers and leathers about
12 inches wide and the fallers pinned over 10| inches,
double machines being about twice those dimensions
and making two balls or two can slivers.